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òIt takes no compromise to give people their rights. It 

takes no money to respect the individual. It takes no 

political deal to give people freedom. It takes no survey to 

remove repression.ó  
 

- Harvey Milk 
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Learning Objectives 

üDefine health disparity. 

üDescribe health disparity in four populations. 

üDescribe how disparities can be statistically measured for 

objective analysis and review for quality improvement projects.  

üList two places RWHAP agencies and consumers can search to 

find interventions that will improve population performance in 

key performance measures.   
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òOf all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is 

the most shocking and inhumane.ó  

 
- Martin Luther King 
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What is a Health Disparity? 

òDifferences in health outcomes or health determinants observed between 

populationsó  
 

ð Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
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What is a Health Disparity? 

òA population is a health disparity population if there is a 

significant disparity in the overall rate of disease incidence, 

prevalence, morbidity, mortality, or survival rates in the population 

as compared to the health status of the general population.ó  

 
ð Minority Health and Health Disparities  

Research and Education Act,  

United States Public Law 106-525  

(2000) 
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VAligns with the National HIV/AIDS 

Strategy, involves Ryan White 

HIV/AIDS Program recipients across all 

funding streams, and links participants to 

leading disparity and quality 

improvement experts. 
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National HIV/AIDS Strategy - 2015 

Office of National AIDS Policy, National HIV/AIDS Strategy. July 2015. 
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National HIV/AIDS Strategy - 2015 

ÅStep 3.A Reduce HIV-related 

disparities in communities at 

high risk for HIV infection 
Å 3.A.1 Expand services to reduce HIV-related 

disparities experienced by gay and bisexual men 

(especially young Black gay and bisexual men), 

Black women, and persons living in the Southern 

United States 

Å 3.A.2 Support engagement in care for groups with 

low levels of viral suppression, including youth and 

persons who inject drugs 

Office of National AIDS Policy, National HIV/AIDS Strategy. July 2015. 
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òIt is time to refocus, reinforce, and repeat the message 

that health disparities exist and that health equity 

benefits everyone.ó  
 

- Kathleen Sebelius 
United States Secretary of Health and Human Services 2009-2014 
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12% of  the U.S. 

population is 

African-American 

44% of  new HIV 

diagnoses are among 

African-Americans 

HIV Disparities at a Glance 

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html 

U.S. Population New HIV Diagnoses 



13 

Black lives lost to HIV/AIDS in 2013é 

éaccount for 54% of total deaths due to the 

disease. 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html 
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17% of  the U.S. 

population is at the 

age of  13-24 

26% of  new HIV 

infections are among 

young persons 

Office of National AIDS Policy, National HIV/AIDS Strategy. July 2015 

http://www.census.gov/popclock/ 

U.S. Population New HIV Infections 

HIV Disparities at a Glance 
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What is a Health Disparity? 

üSupreme Court of the United States and Disparate Impact 

ÅDisparate Impact examines Effect instead of Intent 

ÅApplies to employment, housing, and other discrimination cases 

ÅStatistical tests built on  

decades of precedents 
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How do we assess EFFECT? 

üWe DO NOT  use our instincts, gut, or passions 

üWe use statistics to identify where true disparities lie 

in health outcomes (aka evidence-based) 
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Is there a disparity? Where is the disparity? 

Viral Load Suppression (HAB) Medical Visit Frequency (HAB) 

Numerator Denominator % Numerator Denominator % 

TOTAL  6256 8304 75.34% 3199 6570 48.69% 

Transgender 

People 
149 227 65.64% 72 173 41.62% 

MSM of  

Color 
1273 1681 75.73% 672 1341 50.11% 

Persons 

Earning  

< 100% FPL 

3883 5184 74.90% 1678 4103 40.90% 

Youth (aged 

13-24) 
261 434 60.14% 74 198 37.37% 
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Disparity HIV Subpopulations To Consider 

1. MSM of Color 

2. African American and Latina Women 

3. Youth (under 24) 

4. Transgender People 
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-Young people are 5 times more likely to have HIV 

than people older than 25 

-Black women are 20 times more likely to have 

HIV than white women 

-Men who have sex with men are 46 times more 

likely to have HIV than other men 

-Transgender women are 50 times more likely to 

get HIV than other adults 

Did you know? 

http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/08_Transgenderpeople.pdf 

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/statistics_hssr_vol_17_no_4.pdf 

http://www.aidsmap.com/HIV-positive-youth-are-less-likely-than-adults-to-achieve-viral-suppression-on-antiretroviral-treatment/page/2994025/ 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/su6203a19.htm?s_cid=su6203a19_w  
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Disparities among MSM of Color 

òWhen new infections among young black gay men increase by nearly 50% 

in 3 years, we need to do more to show them that their lives matter.ó 

- President Barack Obama 
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MSM of Color 

MMWR, CDC Health Disparities and Inequalities Report ð United States; Nov 22, 2013 / 62(3);112-119. 

1 in 11 White MSM will be diagnosed 

 with HIV in his lifetime 

1 in 4 Hispanic MSM will be diagnosed with HIV 

in his lifetime 

1 in 2 Black MSM will be diagnosed with HIV in his 

lifetime 
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MSM of Color 

Rosenberg ES, Millett GA, Sullivan PS, del Rio C, and Curran JW. Understanding the HIV disparities between Black and White men who have sex with men in the USA using the HIV Care 

Continuum: a modelling study. Lancet HIV. 2014;1(3):e112-e118.  

Estimated HIV Care Continuum for Black MSM vs. White MSM 

Black MSM are 

47% less likely than 

White MSM to 

achieve viral 

suppression (16% 

vs 34%). 
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Disparities among African American and Latina Women 

òRacial disparity and HIV rates in the United States is a major civil 

rights issue, and it is, in fact, a major human rights issue.ò 

- Dr. Adaora Adimora, University of North Carolina 
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Heterosexual women are twice as likely to be diagnosed 

with HIV as heterosexual men. Women who inject drugs 

are also at a higher risk than men who inject drugs. 

Disparities among Women vs Men 
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1 in 880 white women will be diagnosed with HIV in her lifetime 

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html 

Disparities among African American and Latina Women 
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http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html 

1 in 48 African-American women will be diagnosed with HIV in her lifetime 

Black women are 18 times likelier to be diagnosed 

with HIV than white women 

Disparities among African American and Latina Women 
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http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/africanamericans/index.html 

1 in 227 Latina women will be diagnosed with HIV in her lifetime 

Latina women are 4 times likelier to be diagnosed with 

HIV than white women 

Disparities among African American and Latina Women 
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Of  the total number of  estimated new HIV 

infections among women, 6,100 were in Blacks, 18% 

(1,700) were in Whites, and 15% (1,400) were in 

Latinas. 

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/overview/ataglance.html 

Disparities among African American and Latina Women 
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Disparities among Youth (13-24) 

òRather than letting my serostatus set my life ablaze, I allowed it  

to set a fire under me.ó 

- Adrian, National Youth HIV & AIDS Awareness Day Ambassador 



30 

17% of  the U.S. 

population is at the 

age of  13-24 

26% of  new HIV 

infections are among 

young persons 

Office of National AIDS Policy, National HIV/AIDS Strategy. July 2015 

http://www.census.gov/popclock/ 

U.S. Population New HIV Infections 

Youth 
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Office of National AIDS Policy, National HIV/AIDS Strategy. July 2015 

http://www.census.gov/popclock/ 

One in five new HIV diagnoses were among 

persons aged 13 to 24 years 

Youth 
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Youth 

Zanoni BC, Mayer KH. The adolescent and young adult HIV cascade of care in the United 

States: exaggerated health disparities. AIDS Patient Care STDS. 2014;28(3):128-35. 

Only 6% of  youth are 

estimated to be virally 

suppressed, compared to 

an average rate of  30% 

across all age groups. 
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Disparities among Transgender People 

òWhether itõs a lack of access to quality and compassionate health care, or an 

out-of-date legal system that allows blatant discrimination, equality is too often 

out of  reach for trans people.ó 

- Transgender Law Center 
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Transgender People 

1 in 250 odds of  having HIV as an adult of  

reproductive age 

1 in 5 odds of  having HIV as a transgender woman 

Transgender People are 49 times more likely to acquire HIV 

then all adults Baral SD. Worldwide burden of HIV in transgender women: a systematic review and metaanalysis. 

Lancet Infect Dis. 2013;113(3):214ï222. doi: 10.1016/S1473-3099(12)70315-8. 
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Transgender People 

http://lgbtpopulationcenter.org/2013/07/hiv-transgender-women-less-likely-to-receive-anti-retroviral-therapy/ 

Transgender women are 

less likely to receive ART 

treatment than cisgender 

people. 
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Transgender People 

CDC, http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/age/youth/index.html. 


